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Enclosed please find the original and nine (9) copies of the rebuttal testimony and exhibit of J.

Ted Weston in support of the Stipulation that was filed on June 3, 2013.

Please contact J. Ted Weston at (801) 220-2963 if you have any further questions.

Sincerely,

Q-,[ 4'fih
Daniel E. Solander
Senior Counsel
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I Q. Please state your name, business address, and present position with Rocky

2 Mountain Power (the 6'Company"), a division of PaciliCorp.

3 A. My name is J. Ted Weston and my business address is 201 South Main, Suite

4 2300, Salt Lake City, Utah, 84111. I am currently employed as the Manager of

5 Idaho Regulatory Affairs.

6 Q. Are you the same J. Ted Weston who submitted stipulation testimony in this

7 proceeding?

8 A. Yes.

9 PURPOSE OF TESTIMONY

l0 a. What is the purpose of your rebuttal testimony in this proceeding?

I I A. The purpose of my testimony is to respond to the testimony filed by Community

12 Action Partnership of Idaho ("CAPAI") witness Ms. ChristinaZamora. Although

13 Ms. Zamora's testimony touches on a number of subjects that are irrelevant to this

14 proceeding, I will largely limit my response to the issues gerrnane to the

15 Stipulation, and also briefly address the most egregious misstatements contained

16 in her testimony regarding CAPAI's Motion to Compel and the Company's

17 response to the data request that was the basis for the motion.

18 a. Does Rocky Mountain Power agree with the concerns raised by CAPAI

19 regarding the procedural handling of the Company's alternative rate plan

20 proposal?

2l A. No. Rocky Mountain Power strongly disagrees with CAPAI's characterization of

22 the process that resulted in the Stipulation pending before this Commission. On

23 March l,2Ol3, the Company made two filings with the Commission. In order to

Weston, Re - I
Rocky Mountain Power
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preserve its right to file a general rate case, it filed a Notice of Intent to file a

general rate case, and a separate application requesting that the Commission open

and notice a case with the intent of identifying interested parties that would like to

participate in alternative rate plan discussions (the "Application"). The Notice of

Intent was filed to comply with Commission noticing requirements that would

allow the Company to file a general rate case after May 31, 2013, in accordance

with the timing agreed to in the stipulation in the Company's 201I general rate

case, Case No. PAC-E-ll-t2 (the "201I GRC Stipulation"), in the event that the

alternative rate plan discussions were unsuccessful. The Company filed the

Application early to provide time for parties to discuss alternatives to a general

rate case. It was this alternative Application that led to this proceeding and the

Stipulation that is before the Commission for approval.

After the Commission noticed the Company's Application, Rocky

Mountain Power worked closely over several months with the Commission staff

and the other intervening parties to craft a solution that provided adequate notice

to all parties, complied with Commission rules, and eliminated the need for the

general rate case filing that the Company had put parties on notice of through the

required Notice of Intent filing it had made. This effon was undertaken by all

parties with great care and attention to proper Idaho Public Utilities Commission

protocol for settlement discussions. The statements in Ms. Zamora's testimony

that the Company violated the timing for filing a general rate case agreed to in the

201I GRC Stipulation and that the current Stipulation arose out of an application

filed before May 31, 2013, ignore the fundamental fact that Rocky Mountain

Weston, Re - 2
Rocky Mountain Power
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Power did not file a general rate case application, but instead worked with the

parties to craft an alternative that was acceptable to a broad cross-section of Idaho

customers and stakeholders.

How does the Stipulation address the very concern that Ms. Zamora raises

regarding the general trend of more frequent general rate case filings?

The Stipulation eliminated the current need for a general rate case and avoids a

change in base rates as a result of a general rate case until at least January l, 2016,

which means customers will enjoy at least a three-year period between general

rate case rate changes. The Stipulation appears to address the very issue that Ms.

Zamora is concerned about.

Please respond to Ms. T.amora's allegations that Roclry Mountain Power

failed to respond to CAPAI's data request?

The statements in Ms. Zamora's testimony and exhibit arguing that the Company

has refused or failed to provide a response to CAPAI's discovery requests are

completely false. The real issue is that Ms. Zamorajust didn't like the answer

that was provided. The Company had not prepared the analysis that they had

requested and, therefore, had nothing to give them. Rocky Mountain Power's

complete response was timely provided on May 29,2013. Later, following the

filing of the Company's Response to CAPAI's Motion to Compel, Rocky

Mountain Power completed an analysis responsive to the request made by CAPAI

and provided it to them on August 12, 2073. A true and correct copy of the

response is provided as Exhibit No. 4 to my testimony. The spreadsheet that was

provided is similar to the format of similar data responses that have been provided

Weston, Re - 3
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to CAPAI in other proceedings, including the Company's current Washington

general rate case. As noted in the response to CAPAI Data Request 6b, due to the

almost unlimited combinations for block rates and the vagueness of the question,

in order to be responsive the Company provided two rate design scenarios.

Additionally, the Company provided all data necessary so that CAPAI could

explore other rate design scenarios and bill impacts. The Company's response to

Ms. Zamora's other incorrect assertions regarding the Company's failure to

respond to CAPAI's discover request is fully contained in the Company's

Response to CAPAI's Motion to Compel, which was filed with the Commission

on August g,2}l3.l

Does this conclude your rebuttal testimony?

Yes.

' The arguments in Ms. Zamora's testimony regarding the failure to respond seem particularly
inappropriate considering the Motion to Compel was withdrawn by CAPAI on August 14,2013.

Weston, Re - 4
Rocky Mountain Power
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PAC-E- I 3-04lRocky Mountain Power
August 12,2013
CAPAI Data Request 6

CAPAI Data Request 6

Using the Company's low-income proxy group, and based on actual monthly test
year data as referred to in Request No.4, please make the following rate design
model runs:

a. Calculate the effects on the low-income customer proxy group's
monthly bills if the Company's monthly basic charge were increased from its
current level to $10, $15 and to $20, (assuming no changes to the existing
commodity rates for the Residential class's two-tiered rate). [n responding to this
request, please make the requested calculations at existing rates during the test
year.

b. Assuming no change to the Company's existing monthly basic
charge, calculate the effects on the low-income proxy groups' monthly bills in
comparison to non-low income residential customers (using test year actual
monthly consumption) ifthe existing two-tiered rate design is changed such that
the consumption amount of the first tier is increased from the existing 700 kwh
summer block to 800 kWh/month, 1000 kWh and 1200 kwh. Please provide the
same data for the winter block of 1000 kWh if the block were changed to 800
kwh, 1200 kWh and 1400 kwh.

I't Supplemental Response to CAPAI Data Request 6

a. Please refer to Attachment CAPAI DR 6a (provided on May 29,2013) for the
requested monthly bill impact analysis for the low-income customer proxy
group who were under Schedule I in2012.

b. Please refer to Attachment CAPAI DR 6b 1't Supplemental for the requested
monthly bill impact analysis between the low-income proxy group and non-
low-income group under Schedule l. Since there are almost unlimited
combinationi of I't block and 2nd block rates for each block under a revenue-
neutral scenario, the analysis provided two rate design options: Option A
keeps the ratio of the requested I't block and 2nd block rates same as the ratio
of current 1 't block and 2"d block rates; Option B keeps the requested I 't block
rate same as the current ltt block rate. The attachment contains all necessary
billing determinants that CAPAI may use to explore any other rate design
scenarios and the bill impacts.

Record holder: James Zhang
Sponsor: Joelle Steward
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